AP Chemistry Lab Notebook Requirements

You will need to keep your lab write-ups together.  Some colleges require that you prove (with documentation) that you completed the equivalent of a college level lab course in order to get credit (if you score high enough on the AP exam).  
1. Your final work should be typed with 12 point font.  ONLY WRITE IN PASSIVE VOICE! (A beaker WAS used….)
2. When you are doing your lab you will need to hand write the data you collect.
a. Make thorough observations.   You may not know at the time what is important so record everything and reserve judgment for later.

b. Make accurate measurements and record them with the proper units.  Unless told otherwise, all measurements will be in metric.
c. If you make a mistake or modify the procedure (intentionally or otherwise), record it.  You never know how that slight change may affect your results.
3. You will need to include the following:

a. Title of the lab
b. Name(s) of your lab partner(s)
c. Date you begin the lab
d. Section headings 
i. Introduction

ii. Data

iii. Graphs

1. Axes need to be labeled with what the data set is, including units. 

2. Include a title that is informative, telling what information is displayed in the graph.  

3. The graph should fill the space – you need to show the relationship between the variables and the subtleties are hard to see when things are crammed into a small space.

iv. Analysis – For all calculations,

1. Write in words

2. Fill in with numbers

3. Box your final answer

4. You only have to show calculations for a SET of data once.

v. Conclusion paragraph (brief description of what you did and what your results were)

vi. Discussion of Theory – most important part of the lab. Should be several paragraphs describing the main ideas covered in the lab IN YOUR OWN WORDS. Do not plagiarize. 

vii. Sources of Error – human and equipment error doesn’t count. Those are in all labs. I want errors specific to the lab.
